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Suggested Ways to Engage Students in Science Inquiry:
How do local plants depend on their environment? (Driving Question)
Go on a walk around the school, forest , beach, mud flats, rivers, swamp area, ponds, etc. and observe a variety of plants and the
environments which they are growing in. Use the Native Plant Cards contained in the kit as you explore.
Using Growing Up Wild (order from your school library), focus on the Seed Need activity.

How do plants use their features to respond to stimuli in their environments? (In-depth
Inquiry)
Watch the video on youtube.com/ Explore the changes in environment (weather/seasonal) which cause these changes.
Go on walks and with each walk think of a different theme, such as colour, senses, scavenger hunts. Compare a variety of plants
during these walks, noticing features.

How do plants adapt when their basic needs are not being met? (A Need to Know)
Do a variety of experiments on plants such as plants in shoe boxes, plants without light sources, plants without water and observe
changes that occur In the plant.

Suggested Ways to Embed Assessment for Learning Strategies:
I can describe features which allow plants to survive in their local environment.
Compare a variety of plants in different local environments and notice structural features which enable the
plants to survive.

I can observe and describe how plants adapt when their basic needs are not being met.
Experiment by putting plants in the dark, not watering, etc. and notice the changes. Using their Journal,
students could draw and record their observations and things they might wonder.

I can represent observations and ideas by drawing.
Complete the Science Learning Map (teachers’ resource binder) to compare yourself with plants.

See master of Cooperative Learning Map (mouse house collaborative map) to use for

Suggested Ways to Weave Aboriginal Ways of Knowing within this unit:
Aboriginal knowledge of local plants and uses of plants.
Use the Pacific Northwest Plant Knowledge Cards and the Traditional Food Fact Cards
contained in kit, go on a nature walk and identify plants native to your area. This could be
done with a local elder or someone from the aboriginal education department. Compare
and contrast aboriginal uses of plants and how we use plants.

Go on a walk to find blackberries and salal. Using the lesson below, you can enjoy some
delicious jam together.
http://www3.sd71.bc.ca/School/abed/resources/staffresources/elementary/Pages/RecipeFor-Salal-and-Blackberry-Jam.aspx
Story of Cedar Man by Herb Rice
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=H_lVHL4eYqM

Other Resources:

http://www.thescienceofsoil.com/teacher-resources

An excellent website filled with resources and the virtual field trip portion is
particularly helpful to show how plants are grown and harvested.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6TLFZUC9gI
A short video depicting the parts of a plant.
education.com

A sight filled with hands on activities and resources for teachers. Some great ideas here!
https://www.google.ca/search?
q=the+needs+of+a+plant+song&oq=The+Needs+of+a+plant+song&aqs=chrome.0.0l5.8095j0j4&sourceid=chrome&es_sm=93&ie=
UTF-8

The needs of a plant are depicted in video form and set to a catchy tune.

thinkearth.org

Free downloadable unit plans for K-3, inquiry projects based on environmental
themes.
A website filled with short video clips to engage children in scientific thought processes such
as experimenting, observing, recording.. There are also educator resources and parent
resources.
sesamestreet.org/stem

http://www.learn71.ca/plants/

Building Inquiry: How does collaboration help us create
and problem solve?





Learning Target

I can share my
ideas with my team.

I can listen to
others’ ideas.
I can make my
group feel
comfortable (smile
at them, use kind
words, act like I
want to work with
them).
I can work with my
group to get the
job done.
I can explain the
purpose of our
project.

Green Light: I can do this independently.
Yellow Light: I can do this with guided support.
Red Light: I can do this with direct support.

Evidence

Venn Diagram

An electronic copy of this teacher guide can be found on Learn71 at

https://portal.sd71.bc.ca/group/wyhzgr4/Pages/default.aspx
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